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Sunday, February 23, 2025 

Is male circumcision 
an overlooked 

gender violence? 

 
A boy ready for traditional circumcision at his rural home in Bukembe, Bungoma.| Nation Media Group 

By  Dr Okumba Miruka  

What you need to know:  

 A Kenyan study reveals severe complications from traditional male 
circumcision practices, including 11 deaths among 129 patients studied 
between 2014 and 2023. 
 

 While medical circumcision offers better outcomes when performed by 
trained professionals, the study notes high complication rates of 18 percent 
even in medical settings when providers lack proper training. 
 

 The findings raise questions on whether male circumcision should be 
classified as a form of GBV, particularly given the procedure's risks and the 
loss of the foreskin's protective and sensory functions. 
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